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Gary M. Schneider, Esg (SBN 72553)
Nancy Siccama, Es BN 285800

LAW OFFICES OF RY M. SCHNEIDER
12100 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1100

Los Angeles, California 80025-7111
Telephone: (310) 820-5544

Facsimile:  (310) 820-6024

Attorneys for Plaintiffs @

SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF C IA
IN THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGE@

RACHEL LEE, individually, QUINN HANA )
LEE, a minor, byandth h her )
Guardian Ad Litem, RACHEL LEE, and

MAYA PEARSON LEE, a minor, by and —J\CUMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES
OR WRONGFUL DEATH

glrough her Guardian Ad Litem, AY.
(MEDICAL MALPRACTICE)

KAISER FOUNDA |%LTH PLAN,

INC., KAISER F
HOSPITAL '#‘ RN CALIFORNIA

PERMAN DICAL GROUF, ARBI
VARTANIAN \M.D?, CHRIS AGHAYAN
M.D., MELIRSA MILY TOFFEL, D.O.,
AND =100, inclusive,

Defendants. g

Piaintiffs complain against Defendants, and each of them, and allege as follows:

General Allegations
1. Concurrent with the filing of this action plaintiff Rachel Lee has filed a
petition to be appointed Guardian ad Litem of Quinn Hana Lee, a minor, for the purpose of
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prosecuting this action.

2. Plaintiff Rachel Lee is the mother of plaintiff Quinn Hana Lee.

3. Concurrent with the filing of this action Aya Deam has filed a petition to be
appointed Guardian ad Litem of Maya Pearson Lee, a minor, for the purpose of prosecuting
this action.

4, Aya Deam is the mother of Plaintiff Maya Pearson Lee.

5. Plaintiffs Rachel Lee, Quinn Hana Lee and Maya Pearson
surviving wife and daughters, respectively, and the sole legal heirs
(hereinafter referred to as “Decedent”). &

6. The true names or capacities, whether indivi 6 rporate, associate, or
otherwise of Defendants, Does 1 through 100, indusiv%mknown to Plaintiffs at this
time, who therefore sue said Defendants by suoh%;us names, and when the true

ee 3

names and capacities of said Defendants ha ascertained, Plaintiffs will amend this
Complaint accordingly. Plaintiffs are inf d believe, and thereupon allege, that
each Defendant designated herei is responsible, negligently or in some other

actionable manner, for the evepts an ppenings hereinafter referred to and caused
injuries and damages pro'%‘I : reby to Plaintiffs, as hereinafter alleged, either
through said Defenda egligent conduct or through the conduct of their agents,

KAISER
SO CALIFORNIA PERMANENTE MEDICAL GROUP and Does 1-20, and each
7are, and at all times herein mentioned were, corporations, partnerships or other
iations or legal entities duly organized and existing, and engaged in the business of
owning and operating hospitals, health care centers, urgent care centers, medical offices
and clinics in the County of Los Angeles, State of California, including, without limitation,
the Pasadena/Los Angeles Medical Offices.
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8. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and thereupon allege, that Defendants
Arbi Vartanian, M.D. (“Dr. Vartanian®), Melissa Emily Toffel, D.O. (*Dr. Toffel"), Chris
Aghayan, M.D. (“Dr. Aghayan"), and Does 21-40, and each of them are, and at all times
herein mentioned were physicians, surgeons, osteopaths, physician assistants, nurses
and/or other health care providers engaged in the practice of their profession in the
County of Los Angeles, State of California.

9. Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and thereupon allege, Defendants,
and each of them, are, and at all times herein mentionad were, th%% and employees
of each other, and, in doing the acts herein alleged, were acﬁn@%ﬁl the course and

scope of said agency and employment. @

10.  Plaintiffs reallege a rate herein by reference, as though set forth in
full, paragraphs 1 through 9 Complaint.

11.  OnAugust ,;@Ment presented to the Kaiser Urgent Care
Department in Pasade %complaints of mid sternum chest pain for the last 3 nights.
and assessed by Dr. Vartanian who ordered an EKG that was
interpreted on August 28, 2018, as borderline with sinus bradycardia
and an | e right bundle branch block. Dr. Vartanian also ordered a lipid panel, the
rm% ich included cholesterol of 240 (normal less than 199) and LDL of 161
.\ ss than 99). Dr. Vartanian did not document a family history and did not refer

ecedent to a cardiologist for a cardiology consultation. He discharged Decedent with a
diagnosis of Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease (GERD).

12.  On September 5, 2018, Decedent presented to the Kaiser Family Practice

done that

Department in Pasadena for an annual physical examination and to go over lab results.
Decedent was seen by Dr. Toffel, who went over the lipid panel results from August 23,
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2018, and diagnosed Decedent with high cholesterol. Dr. Toffel did not review nor make
mention of Decedent's August 23, 2018 EKG, did not inquire of Decedent regarding his
recent complaints of chest pain, and did not obtain or mention Decedent’s family history.
13. On September 27, 2018, Decedent returned to the Kaiser Urgent Care
Department in Pasadena with complaints of nine episodes of sternal chest pain in the past
month, with dizziness and cold sweats. He was seen by Dr. Aghayan who n that the
symptoms started one month ago and would come and go and last abo utes. Dr.

Aghayan also noted associated symptoms of diaphoresis and shon§% th. Dr.
Aghayan ordered an EKG and Troponin. The Troponin resuits al. The EKG was

interpreted by Dr. Aghayan as showing normal sinus @ o significant changes or
Q waves. Dr. Aghayan noted reviewing the labs and E% Decedent. However, when
the EKG was subsequently read on October 1, Z%y Mingsum Lee, M.D., it was noted
to show marked sinus bradycardia (heart ra 0 45 from 58 on August 23, 2018).
mpared to EKG of August 23, 2018. Dr.
shown on the August 23, 2018 EKG, was no
was costochondritis for which he recommended
#s. Dr. Aghayan did not refer Decedent to a cardiologist

Dr. Lee's impression was abnormal
Lee also noted that the bundle b

longer present. Dr. Aghayan's di
over the counter antb-inﬂa

for a cardiology consu

14. On 5, 2018, Decedent suffered a cardiac arrest and died. An
autopsy p the Los Angeles County Coroner’s Office revealed that Decedent
suffered cardiac death due to or as a consequence of atherosclerotic coronary

’@ Commencing on August 23, 2018, and continuing thereafter until Decedent’s
on October 25, 2018, Defendants, and each of them, negligently and carelessly
fzammed. diagnosed and treated Decedent so as to proximately and legally cause his
death. Said negligence and carelessness included, but was not limited to, the erroneous
interpretation of the EKGs of August 23, 2018 and September 27, 2018, the failure to
inform Decedent that his EKGs were abnormal, the failure to make a differential diagnosis
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1 | thatincluded coronary artery disease, the failure to make a plan and issue the necessary
5 || order for tests to rule out coronary artery disease, and the failure to order a cardiology

5| consultation for Decedent to be assessed and treated by cardiologists.

4 16.  As a further result of the negligence and carelessness of Defendants, and
g || each of them, and of the consequent death of Decedent, Plaintiffs have sustained a loss
s || of love, society, affection, comfort, companionship, care, training, advice, m@uppon,
4| financial support, services, contributions, and gifts from Decedent. < @

@fendants. and

‘\ have incurred funeral

8 17.  As a further result of the negligence and carelessn

g || each of them, and of the consequent death of Decedent, Pla:s

10 || and burial expenses in an amount according to proof (}> & of trial

11 WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for judgment= 4ainst Defendants, and each of
12 them, as follows: %

13 1 For general damages accor

14 2. For loss of financial s neral and burial expenses, and other

15 | pecuniary losses according to pra%

16 3: For interest a by law;

17 4. For cos @ herein incurred: and

18 5. For s&@her and further relief as the Court may deem just and proper.

19

20 || Dated: @ 2019 LAW OFFICES OF GARY M. SCHNEIDER

2N ,.
@)@ Atforney for Plaintiffs
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that included coronary artery disease, the failure to make a plan and issue the necessary
order for tests to rule out coronary artery disease, and the failure to order a cardiology
consultation for Decedent to be assessed and treated by cardiologists.

16.  As a further result of the negligence and carelessness of Defendants, and
each of them, and of the consequent death of Decedent, Plaintiffs have sus@ a loss
of love, society, affection, comfort, companionship, care, training, aﬁi& al support,
financial support, services, contributions, and gifts from Deceden

17.  As a further result of the negligence and carelez=ne
each of them, and of the consequent death of Decede
and burial expenses in an amount according to proof at thetime of trial.

3s of Defendants, and

have incurred funeral

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for j against Defendants, and each of
them, as follows: @

1 For general damages a to proof;

2. For loss of financial s “funeral and burial expenses, and other
pecuniary losses according f;

3 For interest by law;

4, For ms@y.m herein incurred; and
5. For other and further relief as the Court may deem just and proper.

Dated: @. 2019 LAW OFFICES OF GARY M. SCHNEIDER

> ?’Z‘M’/

O :
Y M.
Atforney for Plaintiffs
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