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Nicholas T.Hua BarNo. 231035
Nick@hua-gallai.comNrck@hua-gallai.com ./
Giacomo Gallai, BarNo. 227544/

HuaGallai, LLP
433 Nor,th Camden Drivo, 4s Floor

FILED

Beverly Hills, CA 90ZtO
Phone: QI0)279-5239
Facsimile: (480) 3934433

Attorneys for Plaintiffs
Natale sgg, MariaVittoriaLoddo, Efisia Seu, and
Estate of Emanuele Seq by and Uiroush its
Administrator Matthew Yu

NATALj SEU, an individual; MARIA
WruORIA LODDO, an individual:
EFISIA SEU, anindividual; ESTAiE OF
EMANUELE SEU, by and throueh its
Adminisnator Matthew Yu;

Plainti{fs,

v.

TTIE RECENTS OF' TX{E I.JNTVXRSITY
OF CA,LIFORNIA" aputlic enfitv:
I-AIJ&A M. DESTRO-, M.D., an "
individual; THOIvIAS p. Cil\HAM. M.D..
an individual; JESSICA E. ELLERMAj{. 

'

M.D., an individual; HOLLY R
MIDDLEKALJFF, M.D., an individual:
ITEVEX J. ROTTI\4AN, M.D., an
individual; IIEIKI D. FARIN. M.D.. an
individual ; KAISER FOnfOanOru
HEALTI{ PLAI{, INC., a California
corporation; KAISER FOIJNDATION
HOSPITALS, a Califomia comoration
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
PERMANENTE MEDICAL GROLtp. an
entity unknoum; RAMEZ A.
P]U4!I99, lvLD., an individual;
RVBPI$J, S_O_NG, td.D., an individual;
and DOES l-50, inclusive;

N.v

sc121?25
COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES A}ID OTT{ER
RELIEF

I. MEDICAL MALPMCTICE
2. WRONGFULDEATH

DEMAND FORJIJRY TRI,AL

CaseNo.

CASE MANAGEMEilry

f , i ,  ,  '

' , ,  1. J

:! !i ,,

J  r ;  I

Defendants. (a024

Superior Couri of California
eounty of Los Ar4geles

DEC 0 2 2013
Sheni R. Carter, Executive

By

SUPERIOR COURT OF T}ffi STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COT'NTY OF LOS ANGELES_WEST 'ISTRIE}--

UNLIMITED JI.]RISDICTION
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Plaintiffs NATAL-E SEU, anindividual; MARLA VITTORIA LODDO, anindividual;
EFISLA SEU, au individual; and ESTATE OF EMANUELE SEU, by and tluough its
Administator Matthew Yu ('Flaintiffs'), seeking damages and other relief as set forth below,
hereby complain ag4instDefendar-ra THE REGENTS oF Tr{E uNTvERSITy oF
CALIFORNIA, a public entiy ('the Regents',); LAURA M. DESTRO, M.D., an individ'al;
TIIOMAS P. GRAHAI\4 M.D., an individual; JESSICA E. ELLERMAN, M.D., a1individual;
HOLLY R. MIDDLEKAUFF, M.D., an individuat; sTEVEN J. RorrMAN, M.D., an
individual; HEIDI D. FARIN, M.D., an individual (collectiveln *UCLA Doctors,); KAISER
FOUNDATION HEALTH PLAll, INC., a Califomia corporation; KAISER FOUNDATION
HOSPITALS, a califomia corporation and its related entity, sourHERN CALIFORNIA
PERI\4ANEI{TE MEDICAL GRouF (collectively ..Kaiser Hospital'); RAMEZ A.
E"Irn\lAslos, M.D., an individual; RLBENS J. soNG, M.D., an individuar (colectivery..Kaiser
Doctors'); aqd DOES l-50, inclus-ive (collectively the nanred Defendants aud DOES l-50 are
referred to herein as ,.Defendants'), 

ild alleges thereon:

t' PlaintitrNATALE sEU,, *ffi all relevanttimes herero, resides
in the Reputlic of Italy and is the fathcr and heir of the decedent Emanuele Seu

2' PlaintitrlvlARlA VITTORIA LODDO is ao individual who, at all relevant times

hereto, resides in the Republic of Italy and is the mother and heir of the decedent Emanuele Seu.

3' PlaintiffEFISLA SEU is an individual who, at all relevant times hereto, resides in
the Republic of Italy and is the sister and heir of the decedent Emanuele Seu. plaintiffs Natale
Seu Maria Vittoria Loddo, and Efisia Seu are the sole lawful heirs of the Decedent by intestate
succession and are entitled to assert cause of action for rrrrongful death in their oum name

pursuant to cali-fomia code of civil procedure section i77.60.

4. PlaindffTHE E$TATE OF EMANLIELE SELJ, is the estate of the Decedent

Emanuele Seu and represents the Decedent Emanuele Se-u, which estate is acting by ani though

its adrninistrator Matthew C. Yu appointed by order of the Superior Cout of Califomia for the

County of Los Angeles and does not representInryr litigation the other plaintiffs Natale Seu,

Courth
ouse

 N
ew

s S
er

vic
e



I

2

3

4

5

6
,|

8

9

10

1 l

t2

13

t4

l5

t6

L7

l8

19

20

2l

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Maria Vittoria Loddo and Efisia Seu, which are asserting Wrongful Death causes of aotion in

ttreir owu righl, At all relevant times, Matthew Yu resides in the County of Los Angeles. The

Deoedent Enauuele Seu (herein "Deoedort') was an individual who at all relovant times resided

in the Crty of Los Angeles, Courty of Los Angeles and who died on or about December l5,20lz

in the City of l-os.Angeles as aresult of the professional negligence and carelessness of the

Defendants as alleged herein. Deoedelt Seu died intestate at the age of 34, unmarried and

without any suwiving children or grandchildr-en aod without any other issue.

5. Plaintilfs are informed and believe that, at all relevant times, Defendant THE

REGENTS OF THE UNIVIpSITYOF CALIFORNIA ("Regents'), is apublic entttywho,inter

alia, opera'd'es hospitals and clinics within the County of Los Angeles, including but not lirrited to,

the UCLA Emergency Medical Center at the UCLA Medical Hospital (the "UCLA ER'), at

which the Decedent was a patient as alleged hrcrein. The Regents which operates UCLA ER also

employs Defendants, UCLA Doctors, Dr. LauraDestro, Dr. Thomas P. Gtahan, Dr. JessieaE.

Ellerman" Dr. Holly R. Middlekauff, Dr. Steven J. Rottnaru and Dr. Heidi K. Farin, who were

acting within the cour,se aod scoSe of their employnrerrt for the Regents and UCLA ER when they

caused the wrongful death of Decedgnt througb their oonduct.

6. Plaintiffs a,re informed and believe tlnt, atall relevant times, Defendant LAURA

M. DESTRO, M.D. ('Desto') is a medical doctor and physician licensed by thrc State of

Califonria who was employed as a physician hy the Regents, ineluding but not limited to, at the

UCLA E& and that Deoedent was apaticnt of Desfio as alleged herein.

7. Plaintitrs are informed and believe that, at all relevant times, Defendant THOII{AS

P. GRAHAM, M.D. ("Grahan') is amedical dootor and plysician licensed by the State of

Califomia who was employed as a physician by the Regents, including, but not linited to, at the

UCLA E& and thaf Decedent was a patient of Graham as alleged herein

8. Plaintiffs are informed and believe tbat, at all relevant times, Defendant JESSICA

E. ELLERMAN, M.D. ('Ellemran") is a medical doctor and physician licensed by the State of

Califomia who was employed as a physician by the Regents, including but not limited to, at the

UCLA ER, and that Decedent was a patient of Ellerrran as alleged herein.

COMPLAINT DAMAGES AND OTHER
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3

9. plaintiffs are infornred and believe that, at all relevant timrs, Defendant HOLIY
R MID'DIEKAUFF, M'D. ("Middlekauff') is a medical doctor and physician,licensed by the
state of califomia who was eneployed as a physician by the Reggnts, including, but not limited
to, at the ucLA ER" and that Decedent was a patient of Mddlekauff as alleged herein.

l0' Plaintiffs are informed and believe that, at all relevant times, Defendant sTEvEN
J' ROTTMAN, M.D. ("Rottnan') is amedical doctor and physician licensed by the State of
califomia who was employed as a physician by ttre Regents, including, but not limited to, at the
ucLA E& and that Decedent was apatient of RorrMAN as alleged herein.

1 l. Plaintiffs are informed and berieve that, at an relevant times; Defendant IIEIKI.
FARIN, M'D' (*Fadn') is a medical doctor andphysician licensed by the State of California who
was ernployed as a physician by the Regents, ineluding, but not timited to, at the UCLA E& arrd
that Decedent was a patient of Farin as alleged herein.

12. Ptaintiffs are infonned and believe thag at all relevant times, Defendant KAISER
FOUNDATION IDAI,TH PLAI'I, INC. ("Kaiser Foundation'), is a California corporation

headquar'tered in califoroia whq inter alia,operates hospitals and clinics within the county of
Los Angeles, including, bWnot limited to, the Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in West Los
Angeles (the "Kaisor Hospital'), at which the Decedent was a patient as alleged herein

13. Plaintiffs ae infomred aqd believe that, at all re-levant tines, Defendant KAISER
FOIJNDATION HOSPITALS ('Kaiser Foundation'), is a California corporation headquart€red

in Califomia who, inter alia, oporates hospitals and clinics within the County of Los Angeles,

including, but not limited to, the Kaiser Permanente Medical Center in West Los Angeles (the

"Kaiser Hospital'), at which the Decedent was a patient as alleged herein.

14. Plaintiffs are informed and believe tha{ at all relevant tirnes, Defendant

SOUTIIERN CALIFORNIA PERIvIANENTE MEDICAL GROUP f'KaiserMedical Croup,) is

an entity unknown headquartered in southem California which, inter alia,operates hospitals and

clinics within the Couuf of Los Angeles, including, but not liurited to, the Kaiser pennanente

Medical Center in West Los Angeles (the "Kaiser Hospitaf), at which the Decedent was apatient

as alleged herein.
4-
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15' Dsf,endar,rls Kaiser Foundation, Kaiser Hospitals and Kaiser Medical Group are
collectively referred to herein as ..Kaiser permanente.,,

16. Plaintiffs are informed aqd believe that, at all relevant times, Defendant RAMEZ

A' ETHNASIOS, M.D. C'Etrnasiosr) is a rnedical doctor and physician licensed by the State of
California who was employed as a physician by Kaiser Per,manente, including, but not limited to,
at the Kaiser Hospital, and ttrat Decedent was a patient of Ethnasios as alleged herein.

17. Plaintiffs are informed and believe that, at all relevant times, Defendant RUBENS

J' SONG, M.D. ('Song') is a medical doctor and physician licensed by the State of Califomia

who was employed as a physician by Kaiser Permanente, including, but not limited to, at the

Kaiser Hospital, and that Decedent was apatient of song as alleged herein.

18. Defendants are subject to personal jurisdiction in California and venue is proper.

19' Plaintiffdoes not know the tue names and capacities of defendants DOES 1

tluougb 50, inrclusivrc, and therefore sues them by said fictitious nam€s. Plaiiliffwiu amend this

complaintto allege theirtnre names and capacities when ascertained. Plaintiffs are infomed and

believe that each of the defendants sued herein as a DOE defendant is also legally responsible for

the events that gave riso to PlaintifPs causes of action against Defendants and each of them, and

also unlawfrrlly caused injuries ant damages to Plaintiffas alleged in this Complaint.

2A- Pbintitrs arE informed and believe, and thereon alleges that each deleadaut was in

some way responsible for Plaintiffs injuries and damages alleged herein, that each defendant

contributed to and participated in acts alleged herein and that, in contuibuting to and. participating

in such conduct each defendant was the agent of each other and was acting in the course and

scope of such agency and employm.eng respondeat superior of their reqpective employers and/or

eacfi deftardant acted wilh permissio:r, consenf ratification, authorization or notification of the

other defendants.

2I- Before filing this Complaint, statutory notice has been provided pursuant to

Catifornia Code of Civil Procedure section 364-365. Pursuant to California Code of Civil

Procedure 905.6, although the Regents are a public entity, claims against the Regents are exempt

from compliance with the Tort Claims Act 
_5,
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co\q{pl{,ArrEqATIqNF
22' Plaintiffb re-allege and inrorporate by reference all prior paragrapls of this

Complaint as though fully set forth herein.

23. On Tucsday, December 4,2012 at or about l:23 a.m.in the middle of the nighg
the Decederrt ar-rived at the UCLA E.R., complainiog of chest pain on a scale of g out of 10. The
Decedent described the pain as chest pressure as w.ell as pain radiating from the chest to the arms

and nect. Thc Decodent inforned that he was a tobacco user and smokor. At arrival at l:23 a.m.,
the Decedent had high blood pressure of 150/97. At or atout l:33 p.m., an EKG was performed

which showed abnormal results, including, but not necessarily limited to, an ..Ineomple.te right
bundle branch block." Defendant Fariu reviewod the EKG results at about l:40 a.m. and the

results of the EKG were accordingly reported in the Decedent's chart as ,.Abnormal LVCD.'

Drs. Desto ani Graham visited the Decedent respectively at about 1:39 a.m, 2:15 a.m., and at

2:40 um.

24. Despite the abnomral EKGresults showing "abnormal LVCD,'the Decedent,s

smoking history, his high blood pressure, radiating chest pain and arrgi,n4 Drs. Destro, Farin, and

Graham did pot order any blood tests of aoy kind whatsoever, did not order any x-rays, did not

order any other tests of any kind, did not keep Decedent at the ER for observation, and did not

prescribe him any medieation of any kind. Instead, they misdiagnosed the Deceden! reported in

his chart that he had "atypical chest pain," and discharged him at3:39 a.m., just barely two hours

after he had alrived, with the mere insbuction to follow up with his primary care physician at

Kaiser Permanente withh two days. Theq at 3:59 p.m. on Doernber 4,Z}l3,about 12 hoprs

after the Deceded had beon discharged, Defendant Mddlekauffdid read the EKG and reported it
'\Mithin normal limits'even though it was not, it showed *abnormal LVCD,. and Middlekauff

also did not administer proper care to the Decedent, which could have saved his life.

25. On Deoember 6,2012 at about 4:10 p.m., following the December  ,z}lzadvice

from UCLA E.R to follow up with his primary care doctor, the Decedent visited Dr. Song at

Kaiser Hospital oonceming his ongoing chest pain and symptoms of angina. Dr. Song only

ordered some generis blood tests for creatinine,jlT, lipid panel, TSH, and hemoglobin, but did

COMPI..A,INTFOR
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not ordef, any testing for eqz5mres and other tests regarding coronarylheart conditions and events.
Dr. Song did qot order an EKG, did not order any x-rays of any kind, and failed to order any other
tests that day. Dr. Song did not presoribe the Decedont any aspirin or medication for high blood
pressrre. Dr. Song misdiagnosed the Decedent atfibuting his chest pain and angina to *Anxiety

Disorder - Generalizod" and "atlpical ohest pain" and only prescribed him Lorazepam 0.5 MG
for "anxiety," Omeprazole for gastroesophageal reflrx, and sent the Decedent hone.

26. On Decemtet 10,,2AL2 at about l:30 p.m., the Decederrt visited Dr. Ethnasios at
Kaiser Hospital. At:that tine, including at the previors times that the Decedent had sought

medical help since December 4,2012,the Decedent was barely able to eat and sleep due to the

chest pain and an€ina could not lay flat and would spend most of the days sitting at home on a

chair or on the couch due to the chest pain. On that day, even though Dr. Ethnasios diagnosed tho

Decedent with "Left VenticularHyperfrophy" and he suffered from severe chest pain and

angina' Dr- Ethnasios rnisdiagnosed him with *Chest Pain - Atypical" ar-d did not order any

blood tests, did not order any x-rals, did not keep the Decedent at the Kaiser Hospital for

observation' and did not prescribe him any medication of any kin4 as well as also informing him

that his cardiac work-up was normal even though it was not, he had left venticular hyperbophy,

and no adequate work-up under the circumstances had been perfonned. Agarlr, Dr. Ethanasios

Decedent sent home without aay proper care.

27- On Deeember 13,2012, at about 12:10 p.m., the Decedent surrmoned a friend to

take him to the UCLA E.R. again. At the UCLA E.R., as evidenced in the medical records, the

Decedent stated that he had chest pain for l0 days, that he had been seen at UCLA E.R. on

December 4,20l2,that he had been prescribed Omeprazole by his primary doctor and that ,?t

[Decedent] reports pain persists, worse at night and with eating." At arrival, the Decedent had

high blood pressure of l{3ll}l,complaining of chest pain reaohing 9 out of 10, but oseillating.

Dr. Ellerman visited Decedent at, 12:17 p.m. and then by Rothan at 1 :3g p.m. and l:4g p.m.

Despite the Decedent's continuing chest pain, high blood pressure, angin4 previous visit at the

UCLA E.R. with abnormal EKG showing "abnonnal LVCD,'the Decedent's unstable condition

and all the circumstances which would ** *n-?i"d proper care, Drs. Ellerman arrd Rotbnan did
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nothing. They did notperforrn any,t€sts whatsoe.ve,r, didnot evenperform an EKG, did not
perfomr any blood tests whatsoever, did not perfomr any x-rays, did not preseribe any
medication, and did not keep him under observation. Instead, they just sent him home at or about
2:09 p.m. stating that he had been evaluated for ..epigastric" pain and with the instruction to keep
taking orneprazole and that "[y]our medications will take a while to work so please continue
taking them aqd expect iq-rprovement in about 2 weeks.,,

28. on December l6,z0lz,at about 2;15-2:20p.R., a friend of Decedent found

Decedent in his aparEnent in Los Angeles, California. Decendent's friend called 9l l. The
pararuedics arri-ved and deslared D-ecederrt Emanuele Seu dead at atout 2:23 p.m.on December
76,2012.

29. On or about Decemb er l8,20l2,the Los Angeles Corurty Coroner performed an

altopsy of Decedentwhioh detemrined the de-ath to b_e due to ,toronary ar-tery disease" with

conrributing condition of o'oardiomegaly" with evidence of "chronic ischemic changes orremot€

infarction." The CoronerA.utopsy Report states as follows:

"1. Coronary Ar-,tery Disease:

a. Left anterior descending branch: proximal segmental 7}-S}Voocelusion.

b. Left oircr,mflex branch: proximal segmental g0% ocslusion.

c. Right coronary artery: proximal30% occlusion,

d. Fibrosis of left ventricle free wall with endocardial sparing, consistent with

chronic ischemie changes or remote infarction.

2. cardiomegaly, 510 grams (normal reference range: 262-4ss gams)

i. Borderline left ventricular hlpertrophy: I -4- l .6 cm thick"

FRST CAUSE OT ACTION FO

(Bt Esl"t" of Em"no"le Fuu. by 
"od f4"gp,gh its Ad-ioirfi"to" Mqlth"w yH A,efl4.ft ?ll

Defendants: Does 1-50)

30. Plaintiffs re-allege and incorporate by reference all prior paragraphs of this

Conplaint as though fully set forth herein.

FOR DAI\,TAGES AND OTI{ER
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31' Defendants, in thejr capacity as health care providers and professionals, owed

duties of care to &t Deceden! including, but not limited to, a duty to use such skill, pnrdencq

and diligence in oare and diagnosis as other reasonably careful members of their profession would

use in the sarne or similar circunstances, Defendafis also owed the duty to monitor Decedent's

condition and to exerciss such reasonable saro toward Decedent urho was their patient,

32. Defendauts breached their duties of care to Decedent as alleged herein, including,

but not limited to, by misdiagnosing Decedent, by failing to diagnose him with coronar-y artery

disease, cardiomegalY, and heart disease; by failing to perform the tests, exans and procedures

which would have led to the right diagnosis and to the avoidance of Decedent's death; by failing

to take the necessqry aciions to avoid his death.

33. As aproximate and legal cause of Defendants' conduct, carelessness, and breaches

of their duties of catre, Decedent suffered death, which would not have occurred but for

Deftndants' negligence and breaches of the duties of care and for whioh Defendants are jointly

and severally [able. Dofendants' wongful acts and neglect were the proxirnate cause of

Decedent's death. In addition, Decedent and his estate have suffered other injuries and general

and speoial damages according to proof attial, including also lost income, as aresult of

Defendants' negligence.

(By Plaintiffs Nflt.lle Squ. Marifl Vittoria lioddo. Efi$ia Seu

Aqahst aU Defgndants: Does ,1,-50)

34. Plaintiffs re-allege and incorporate by reference all prior paragraphs of this

Complaint as tlrough fully set forth herein.

35. As a proximate and legal cause of Defendants' conduc! carelessness, and breaches

of their duties of care, Decodent suffered deatlu whioh would not have occurred but for

Defeudants' negligence and breaches of the duties of care and for which Defendants are jointly

and severally liable. Defendants' wrongfirl acts and neglect were the proximate cause of death of

Decedent.

COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES AND OTIIER
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36. As the dir-ect and proximate cause ofthe foregoing and of the death ofthe

Decedent, Plaintiff-s Natale Seu, Maria Vittoria Loddo and Efisia Seu have been deprived of their

kind and loving son arrd brother, Deoedent Emanuole Seu, of,his care, comfort, sooief

protection, love, oompanionship, af,flection, solace, moral supBor! assistance, and financial

support.

37. As a furtlrer direct and proximate cause of Defendants' wrongfirl acts and neglecl

Plaintiffs have been generally and specially damaged in a sum to be establislred accsrding to

proof at hial whiel damages and injwies would not have occurred but for Defendants' actions

and breaches resulting in Decedent's death.

38. As a fi:rther direct and proximate result of the death of the Decedent, plaintiffs

have incured reasonable and necessary expenses caused by Defendantsr negligence and by the

death of Deoedent, inotuding eqenses for stor4ge of Decedent's body, transfer of Dsgedent's

body to the Republio of ltaly, funeral, burial, memorial services and related expenses and costs

caused by the dEath of Decedent, in excess of $25,000.00.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plain ffb NATALJ sEU, an individual; MARLA VITTORI,A LoDDo,

an individuat EFISIA SEU, an individual; and ESTATE OF EMANUELE SEU, by and through

its Admjnistator Matthew Yu ('Plaintiffs') pray for judgment against Defendan* THE

REGEhI:TS oF TIIE UNTVERSITY oF CALIFORI.TL\ a public entity; LAITRAM. DEsrRo,

M.D., an individual; THolvIAs P. GRAHAM, M.D., an individual; JESSICA E. ELLERMAN,

M,D., atr individual; HOLLY R MIDDLEKAUFF, M.D., an individuaL STEVEN J.

ROTTMAN, M.D., ao individual; TIEIKI D. FARIN, M.D., an individual; KAISER

FOIJNDATION IIEALTH PLAN, INC., a California corporation; KAISER FOIJNDATION

HOSPITALS, a califonria corporation; sourlIERN CALIFORNIA PERMANENTE

MEDICAL GRouP, an entity unknown; RAMEZ A. ETHNASIOS, M.D., an individual;

RUBENS J. SONG, M.D., an individual; and DOES 1-50, inclusive, 4rd each of them as follows:

l. For general damages in an amount to be detennined according to proof at hial;

2. Fo: special damagos in an amount tote determined according to proof at tial

FORDAMAGES AND OTTIER
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3. For all daur4ges caused by Defendants' deprivation of the Decedent's care, comfor!

society, protection,love, companionship, affection, solace, moral suppor! assistance,

and fin-ancial support;

4. For reasonable and necessary expenses caused by Defendants' negligence and by thc

death ofDecedent, including expensss for storage of Desedent's body, tansfer of

Decedent's bodyto the Republic of Italy, fuleral, burial, memorial services and

related expenses and costs causod by tho death of Decedent, in excess of $25,000.00;

5. For all other damages and expe$les recoverable pursuant to Califomia Code of Civil

Procedrrre seotion 377.60 not specifically requested above, to the fullest extent

peruqified by la-w;

6. For prejudgment interest;

7. For recovery of attomeys' fees and eosts to the fullest extent permitted by law;

8. For such othor and firther relief as this Cor:rt deems just and proper.

DEMAND FOR JTIRY TRIAL

Plainliffs hereby demand a jury trial on all issues and claims regarding this Complaint.

DATED: December | .2013 IIUA GALLAI,LLP.

Attorneys for Plaintiffs Natale Seu, Maria
Vittoria Loddo, Efisia Seu, Estato of
Emanrrele Seu, by andthrough its
Administator Matthew Yu

By:

FOR DAMAGES AND OTHER RELIEF
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